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UNlTED CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

July 28,2011

His Excellency Mr. Jacob Zuma
President of the Republic of South Africa
Private Bag XI000
Pretoria
0001

Your Excellency,

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

The United Congregational Church of Southern Africa (UCCSA), spanning five countries,
namely Botswana, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe, is one of the oldest
churches in the region, tracing its history back more than 200 years. Over these years, the
UCCSA has built up a proud history of championing the cause of the poor, the marginalized
and the oppressed and fighting all forms of injustices, institutionalized inequality and human
rights abuses perpetrated in particular against the people of the Southern African region.

We write to express our great concern at the grave situation of famine and political instability
in Somalia. Since the downfall of President Siad Barre in 1991 Somalia has endured political
turmoil and the destruction of what was already a fragile economy. More than one million
civilians have died due to famine and persistent wars in Somalia. There has even been a
section of the country that .has declared unilateral independence and calls themselves the
Republic of Somaliland. Although both the United Nations and the African Union have been
involved in efforts to quell the wars and bring stability, these efforts have not been sufficient.

Since 1991 there have been more than fourteen transitional governments, most of which were
installed in neighboring Djibouti. It is therefore hardly likely that the current President, Sheik
Sharif Sheik Ahmad, can bring the desired peace and reconciliation. He has very limited
control of the country, few resources and little international support.

It is lamentable that former colonial powers in Somalia, i.e. Britain and Italy, have shown
little interest in this civil war whilst they are disproportionately involved in Libya. This level
of diplomatic double standards has to be exposed at the appropriate bodies such as the United
Nations.

We plead with you Sir to use your political influence and the good standing of the South
African government to push for an urgent political solution to Somalia. This issue has to be
brought before the Security Council and the African Union as an urgent matter.

We are also concerned that African countries do not seem to be doing much to come to the aid
of Somalis who are dying in large numbers due to the famine. The pictures on television are
disturbing, but what is even more distressing is the silence of African leaders when fellow
Africans are going through such a perilous moment. We implore the Presidency to double up



its efforts, and bring a special motion in parliament to accept a special package to rescue the
people who remain in Somalia and those in the neighboring countries.

We therefore wish to petition your honourable Office to take meaningful steps and measures
in order to come to the rescue of these fellow Africans.

Thank you,

Yours Sincerely,
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The Rev. Dr. M. Prince Dibeela
General Secretary

Copy to: Rev. Mautji Pataki- General Secretary of the South Africa Council of Churches
Mr. Aubrey Classen-UCCSA South Africa Synod


